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Student Conference

The Roots, Potchefstroom and Online (Microsoft Teams)

Tuesday-Wednesday, 6-7 October 2026

Novel Glocal Governance Research in the Age of the
Triple Planetary Crisis

Day 1: Tuesday, & Octeober 2026

Online via Teams

10:30-11:00 Student Conference Day 1 registration and light refreshments

11:00-11:45 Session 1: Welcome and keynote address
Chair: Melanie Murcott (UCT, Lawtons Africa, Chairperson of the ELA)

11:00-11:10 Welcoming remarks from the host, Oliver Fuo (CLES, NWU)

11:10-11:35 Keynote: The struggle for justice: Philippi Horticultural Area farming community
experience, Nazeer Sonday (Indigenous, regenerative farmer; Chairperson of the
PHA Food and Farming Campaign, South Africa)

11:35-11:45 Discussion

Jg Want to explore how South Africa’s

\elﬂ Annual and Student ¥
- Conferences 2026 &

t local environmental issues link to
global governance?
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ASSOCIATION

Date: 6-10 October 2026

Co-hosted by the ELA and CLES from the Faculty of Law, North-West University
Location: Potchefstroom
CPD accreditation

Click here " ‘ L E S el National
mors. . QLR Resesral
i Environmental Sustainability | | ,,RE Foundation



https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/320105153426367?p=X4xQnliy5dq5yIRcgo
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/320105153426367?p=X4xQnliy5dq5yIRcgo

Student Conference
6-7 October 2026

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ASSOCIATION

Novel Glocal Governance Research in the Age of the Triple Planetary Crisis

KEYNOTE
SPEAKER

1 6 OCTOBER 2026
NAZEER SONDAY 522) TUESDAY

Indigenous farmer | Chairperson of the Philippi

Horticultural Area Food and Farming Campaign LOCATION
Potchefstroom
North-West
THE STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE: c0HOSTED BY
PHILIPPI HORTICULTURAL AREA Oa? /\ LE
FARMING COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE - O C S

Nazeer's work is deeply rooted in food S ol

. s W . RF Foundation
sovereignty and social justice. It involves
a just transition from conventional
agriculture to indigenous, regenerative
landculture, linking soil and ecological
restoration to social equity.

JOIN GLOBAL LEADERS.

SHAPE A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE.
Click here for the conference website
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11:45-13:20

11:45-12:00

12:00-12:15

12:15-12:30

12:30-12:45

12:45-13:00

13:00-13:20

13:20-14:00

14:00-15:35

14:00-14:15

14:15-14:30

14:30-14:45

14:45-15:00

15:00-15:15

15:15-15:35

15:35-15:50

Day 1: Tuesday, & Octeober 2026

Online via Teams

Session 2: Research on innovation and law reform for economies in
transition

Chair: Krisdan Bezuidenhout (NWU)

The ESG framework and preferential green financing in Vietnam: a legal and
practical analysis of a multi-layered governance experiment, Tran Cong Thiet
(Hue University, Vietnam) (online)

Towards reform of African Regional Trade Agreements in pursuit of the
elimination of the trade-off between trade and environmental protection, Nadine
Nyamangirazi (UCT)

Strengthening South Africa’s legal framework for alternative energy sources and
advancing environmental governance and sustainable development,
Thandolwakhe Mokotedi (NWU)

Mining radical hope: Critical mineral governance and the just energy transition,
Gosego Gift Mooko (UWC) (online)

Artificial intelligence and the triple planetary crisis in South Africa, Ofentse
Ngobeni (UNIVEN)

Discussion

Lunch

Session 3: Novel glocal climate governance research

Chair: Dzimbabwe Chimbga (African Climate Platform)

Regulating fast fashion waste: the governance gap in international
environmental law, Tatenda Muponde (UCT) (online)

Translating international climate obligations into domestic action in South
Africa, Risuna Mashakeni (UNIVEN)

The role of international environmental law in addressing climate-induced
drought in Namibia, Buitumelo Abigail Mushendami (UWC) (online)

From fragmentation to integration: Climate justice and socio-economic rights in
glocal governance of the triple planetary crisis, Tshifhiwa Sheron Sikhwai
(UNIVEN)

Theoretical, legal and policy pathways for climate justice in African cities, Thato
Mphahlele (NWU)

Discussion

Comfort break

: €LA


https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/320105153426367?p=X4xQnliy5dq5yIRcgo

Day 1: Tuesday, & Octeober 2026

Online via Teams

15:50-17:10 Session 4: Research on novel approaches to climate litigation and glocal
governance
Chair: Tumai Murombo (Wits)

15:50-16:05 The role of South African courts in advancing enforcement of environmental and

climate law through climate litigation, Urikonise Mbedzi (UNIVEN)
16:05-16:20 The transformative potential of climate change litigation and adjudication in
South Africa, Thapelo Magomarela (Black Lawyers Association)

16:20-16:35 Centering “decolonial judicial dialogue” in climate litigation in Africa, Cassius Ali

Latlhang (UP)

16:35-16:50 Fighting fire with fire: Can we use corporate law to hold South African companies

accountable for climate harms?, Danjelle Midgley (UCT)
16:50-17:10 Discussion

17:10 End of Student Conference Day 1

\elﬁ Annual and Student 22
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ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ASSOCIATION

Theme: Glocal Governance in the Age of the Triple Planetary Crisis

Date: 6-10 October 2026

Co-hosted by the ELA and CLES from the Faculty of Law, North-West University
Location: Potchefstroom
CPD accreditation
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08:00-09:00

09:00-10:20

09:00-09:15

09:15-09:30

09:30-09:45

09:45-10:00

10:00-10:20

10:20 -10:50

10:50-12:40

10:50-11:05

11:05-11:20

11:20-11:35

11:35-11:50

11:50-12:05

12:05-12:30

12:30-13:30

Day 23 Wednesday, 7 October 2026

Online via Teams

Student Conference Day 2 registration and light refreshments

Session 5: Novel glocal water governance research

Chairs: Melandri Steenkamp (UWC) (online) and Purity Wangigi (SU)
Regulating microplastics in municipal freshwater resources: Responding to the
triple planetary crisis, Lifalakhe Khosa (NWU)

Mechanisms available in law for communities to compel municipal legal
compliance with sanitation service provision obligations in South Africa, Sandile
Mbizeni (NWU)

The missing dimension of water governance: equity in the trade/transfer of water
use entitlements, Sipho Mophatlane (Wits)

Financing water infrastructure in South Africa: from fragmentation to integration,
Meeschka Diedericks (NWU)

Discussion

Comfort break

Session 6: Research promoting Earth’s healing

Chair: Beng Simon Keluh (NWU)

Giving voice to the environment: Reimagining transitional justice in the age of the
triple planetary crisis, Mpho Moniatse (NWU)

Reimagining nature-based solutions: Deconstructing anthropocentrism, Celeste
Viljoen (UWC) (online)

Ecological restoration in response to the triple planetary crisis —a South African
Legal Perspective, Robyn Bayer (SU) (online)

Reimagining environmental governance through Indigenous knowledge: Ubuntu
and community-based responses to the triple planetary crisis in rural South
Africa, Nedzungani Mutshidzi (UNIVEN)

Climate governance and rural justice in South Africa: Examining environmental
regulation and the livelihood paradox in sustainable development, Bashio
Mogotle (UNISA)

Discussion

Lunch


https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/320105153426367?p=X4xQnliy5dq5yIRcgo

Student Conference
6-7 October 2026

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ASSOCIATION

Novel Glocal Governance Research in the Age of the Triple Planetary Crisis

PUBLIC

MARIETTE LIEFFERINK

Chief Executive Officer, Federation for a
Sustainable Environment

CONTEMPORARY SOCIO- 7 OCTOBER 2026
WEDNESDAY
ECOLOGICAL

LOCATION

CHALLENGES AMIDST THE Q  rounetsioom

North-West

TRIPLE PLANETARY CRISIS CO-HOSTED BY

Mariette Liefferink is globally recognised
as a leading environmental activist in
South Africa. She has courageously =N National
advanced environmental rule of law by RF  Foundation
holding polluters accountable, particulary
l:n th.e mining sector..Her str.uggles fc?r JOIN GLOBAL LEADERS.

justice are featured in two films: Jozi Gold { SHAPE A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE.
(2019) and Unreported World (2000).

Click here for the conference website
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13:30-14:30

14:30-15:50

14:30-14:45

14:45-15:00

15:00-15:15

15:15-15:30

15:30-15:50

15:50-16:00

16:00-17:00

16:00-16:15

16:15-16:30

16:30-16:45

16:45-17:00

17:00

Day 23 Wednesday, 7 October 2026

Online via Teams

Session 7: Public lecture, Contemporary socio-ecological challenges
amidst the triple planetary crisis, Mariette Liefferink (FSE)
Chair: Oliver Fuo (CLES, NWU)

Session 8: Research connecting the role of municipalities to global socio-
ecological challenges

Chair: Cassius Ali Latlhang (UP)

Analysis of the legal and policy framework for city-level green transport solutions
in South Africa, Slindile Ntshangase (NWU)

How Far from South Africa’s Le Sueur Case? Courts, counties and the
glocalisation of environmental governance in Kenya, Purity Wangigi (SU)
Housing governance as a pathway to environmental justice in South African
cities, Ledile Sekwakwa (NWU)

Municipal planning for navigating coastal land-use conflicts, Viandrie Robertson
(NWU)

Discussion

Comfort break

Session 9: Research promoting green accountability: enhanced
participatory, enforcement and compliance measures

Chair: Hamza Okene Abdulazeez (NWU)

Green Accountability: A critical examination of environmental enforcement
mechanisms in South Africa and the way forward, Logan Ross (UWC) (online)
An appraisal of the right to public participation in state and local environmental
governance in Nigeria, Victor Ayodele (NWU)

Situating “meaningful stakeholder participation” under environmental law and
smart cities in Kenya and South Africa, George Nyanaro Nyamboga (NWU)
Discussion

End of Student Conference Day 2 and thanks

With thanks to our sponsors
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Annual Conference

The Roots, Potchefstroom

Thursday-Friday, 8-9 October 2026

Glocal Governanece in the Age of the Triple Planetary

07:00-08:30

Crisis

Day 1: Thursday, 8 October 2026

Annual Conference Day 1 registration and light refreshments

08:30-09:00

08:30-08:40

08:40-08:45
08:45-09:00

09:00-09:40

09:00-09:25

09:25-09:40

Session 1: Welcome and Student Conference reflections and prizegiving
Chair: Melanie Murcott (UCT, Lawtons Africa, Chairperson of the ELA)
Welcome and opening remarks, Kathleen Van Der Linde (Dean, Faculty of Law,
NWU)

A word from the host, Oliver Fuo (CLES, NWU)

Reflections on the novel glocal governance research emerging from the Student
Conference, Tumai Murombo (Wits)

Student Conference prizegiving, sponsored by Juta Law and Lawtons Africa:
Best blog submission prizes, presented by Ledile Sekwakwa (2025 prize winner)
Best presenter prizes, presented by Nadine Nyamangirazi (2025 prize winner)
Student essay competition prizes, presented by Shane Duthie (2025 prize
winner)

Session 2: Climate change rights and responsibilities on the African
continent

Chair: Oliver Fuo (CLES, NWU)

Keynote: Climate change rights and responsibilities: Unpacking the African
Court’s pending advisory opinion, Dzimbabwe Chimbga (African Climate
Platform)

Discussion



€L Annual Conference

8-9 October 2026

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ASSOCIATION

Glocal Governance in the Age of the Triple Planetary Crisis

KEYNOTE
SPEAKER

DZIMBABWE CHIMBGA

Team leader, African Climate Platform; award-winning

international lawyer

CLIMATE CHANGE RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES: UNPACKING THE
AFRICAN COURT'S PENDING
ADVISORY OPINION

Dzie is the lead counsel in the climate
justice advisory opinion petition, filed and
pending before the African Court on
Human and Peoples’ Rights regarding
States’ human rights obligations on the
continent in the context of climate
change.

CLES

10

] 8 OCTOBER 2026
222 THURSDAY

LOCATION

The Roots, Potchefstroom
North-West

CO-HOSTED BY
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s National

Research
RF Foundation

JOIN GLOBAL LEADERS.

SHAPE A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE.
Click here for the conference website

€LA



Day 1: Thursday, 8 October 2026

09:40-10:30

09:40-10:00

10:00-10:20

10:20-10:30

10:30-10:45

10:45-11:45

11:45-13:00

11:45-12:05

12:05-12:25

12:25-12:45

12:45-13:00

13:00-13:45

CLES y

Session 3: The need for international and African regional law reform amidst
the triple planetary crisis

Chair: Lindokuhle Hlongwane (African Climate Alliance Network)

The African Charter on Values and Principles of Decentralisation, Local
Governance and Local Development (2014): A model for decentralised city-level
climate action in Africa?, Oliver Fuo (CLES, NWU)

Plastic pollution and the triple planetary crisis: Can a Global Plastics Treaty
deliver integrated environmental governance?, Tracey Kanhanga (SAIFAC, U)J)
Discussion

Comfort break

Session 4: Climate litigation as a response to the triple planetary crisis
Panel discussion: Jonathan West (Section 27); Ruth Kriiger (Johannesburg
Bar, CLiSA Steering Committee); Brewsters Soyapi (Johannesburg Bar, CLiSA
Steering Committee; NWU)

Chair: Shane Duthie (Harris Nupen Molebatsi Inc.)

Session 5: Climate action beyond the courts

Chair: Jonathan West (Section 27)

Climate justice in education, Motheo Brodie (UNESCO CHAIR: Education Law in
Africa, UP)

The evolving role of cities in “glocal” climate governance — opportunities and
challenges for accountable and just urban climate transitions, Cathrin
Zengerling (Universitat Freiburg, Germany)

Governing climate-related migration in South African cities: Towards a rights-
based approach to urban climate governance, Rumbidzai Wendy Muzangaza
(NWU)

Discussion

Lunch

€LA



Day 1: Thursday, 8 October 2026

13:45-15:20 | Session 6A: Moving from fragmentation to integration in response to the
triple planetary crisis

Chairs: Danjelle Midgley (UCT) and Tumai Murombo (Wits)

13:45-14:05 The cloud made concrete: Data centres through the eyes of the child, Nina
Braude (Nina Braude Attorneys)

14:05-14:25 Thinking globally, governing locally: Translating international environmental
obligations into effective local governance responses, Beng Simon Keluh (NWU)

14:25-14:45 From fragmented mandates to a municipal planetary-crisis compact: Integrated
local governance in South Africa’s coalition era, Lovey Sithole (Johannesburg
Bar)

14:45-15:05 Realising the sustainability principle under the National Water Act: A
collaborative governance perspective, Nokuphila Zobolo (University of Zululand)
15:05-15:20 Discussion

15:20-15:35 Comfort break

15:35-16:25 | Session 6B: Moving from fragmentation to integration in response to the
triple planetary crisis (cont.)

Chairs: Danjelle Midgley (UCT) and Tumai Murombo (Wits)

15:35-15:55 Exploring legal pathways for inter-municipal regulation of air pollution, Lourens
Erasmus (NWU)

15:55-16:15 The right to food through an animal protection lens: exploring entrenched power
in South Africa’s food system and the case for integrated food-system
governance, Michaela Tafani-du Preez (Animal Law Reform South Africa)
16:15-16:25 Discussion

16:25 End of Annual Conference Day 1

16:30-17:30 ELA Annual General Meeting for members of the Association, including

election of office bearers (Online via Teams)

CLES 2 €A


https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/359854979021304?p=D04njFPSwufNohC76h

08:15-09:00

Day 2: Friday, 9 October 2026

Annual Conference Day 2 registration and light refreshments

09:00-10:00

09:00-09:20

09:20-09:40

9:40-10:00

10:00-10:15

10:15-10:30

10:30-11:45

10:30-10:50

10:50-11:10

11:10-11:30

11:30-11:45

11:45-12:45

@ CLES 13

Session 7A: A “just” transition amidst the triple planetary crisis?

Chairs: Nina Braude (Nina Braude Attorneys) and Michael Kidd (UKZN)

A legal and policy investigation into local government’s role in South Africa’s just
energy transition, Jayde Koen (City of Cape Town)

Anachronistic grids and urban energy governance: Advancing policy coherence
for SDG 7 under South Africa's National Energy Act, Fredua Agyemang (NWU)
From global climate goals to local action: spatial planning by-laws and glocal
governance for urban climate resilience in South Africa, Maricelle Botés (UWC)
Discussion

Comfort break

Session 7B: A “just” transition amidst the triple planetary crisis? (cont.)
Chairs: Nina Braude (Nina Braude Attorneys) and Michael Kidd (UKZN)
Glocal due-diligence and the consent standard for South Africa’s critical-
minerals transition, Felix Dube (UNIVEN)

Leveraging African resources for economic growth and development through
environmental governance, Nonhlanhla Maureen Ndlovu (UCT)

Critical comparative legal analysis of EU-Africa raw material partnerships,
Marius Montero-Cabrera (Universitat Freiburg, Germany)

Discussion

Session 8: Spotlighting the role of traditional leaders in glocal governance
amidst the triple planetary crisis: Lessons from Kgabalatsane Village,
Madibeng Municipality

Panel discussion: Kgomotso More (Kgosana, Kgabalatsane Village); David
Mnkandla (Voice of Community South Africa); Tumi Mmusinyane (Deputy
Dean, Teaching and Learning, NWU)

Chair: Tracey Kanhanga (SAIFAC, UJ)

€LA



Annual Conference
8-9 October 2026

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ASSOCIATION

Glocal Governance in the Age of the Triple Planetary Crisis
SPOTLIGHTING THE ROLE OF
PANEL TRADITIONAL LEADERS IN GLOCAL
GOVERNANCE AMIDST THE TRIPLE

PLANETARY CRISIS: LESSONS
DISCUSSIUN FROM KGABALATSANE VILLAGE,

MADIBENG MUNICIPALITY

- N
KGOMOTSO SIMON PROF. TUMI DR TRACEY

MNKANDLA MORE MMUSINYANE KANHANGA

Voice of the Community Kgosana, Kgabalatsane Deputy Dean, NWU Interim Deputy Director,

South Africa Village SAIFAC, UJ
4 S
5 3 ] 9 OCTOBER 2026
community leaders, and scholars in BH FRIDAY
conversation with one another. Panellists:

David Mnkandla, Executive Director of Voice LOCATION
of the Community, South Africa; Kgomotso 9

This panel puts activists, practitioners,

Potchefstroom

Simon More, a Kgosana of Kgabalatsane North-West

Village, North West; _and Prof. Tumi CO-HOSTED BY
Mmusmyane, a leading expert /17 Southern ".,‘ y Y C L E S
African customary laws and Indigenous = W Gt

governance systems, will be engaged by
Chair, Dr Tracey Kanhanga, an expert in

National

international environmental and climate RF Foindstion

change law. The panel will spotlight the

importance of effective traditional leadership : JOIN GLOBAL LEADERS.

and municipal governance amidst the triple SHAPE A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE.

planetary crisis of pollution, biodiversity loss ' Click here for the conference website
and climate change.

CLES z €LA



Day 2: Friday, 9 October 2026

12:45-13:45

13:45-15:00

13:45-14:05

14:05-14:25

14:25-14:45

14:45-15:00

15:00-15:10

15:10-16:25

15:10-15:30

15:30-15:50

15:50-16:10

16:10-16:25

16:25-17:35

16:25-17:25
17:25-17:35

17:35

@ CLES 15

Lunch

Session 9: Courts and litigation as sites of contestation amidst the triple
planetary crisis

Chair: Lovey Sithole (Johannesburg Bar)

The doctrine of subsidiarity and transformative constitutionalism: how this
doctrine is being weaponized to stifle constitutional litigation, Jason Shephard
(Lawtons Africa)

What’s wrong with Uzani? Let me count the ways, Michael Kidd (UKZN)

Water justice and the just energy transition in South Africa: A human rights
perspective, Matilda Chukwuemeka (UNIVEN)

Discussion

Comfort break

Session 10: Confronting extractivism and water injustice

Chair: Patrick Forbes (Protect The West Coast)

Local government responsibility in mining communities: Situating the role of
Emalahleni Local Municipality within the discourse, Israel Ekanade (UNIVEN)
Towards sustainable water management for South Africa’s coal-mining industry,
Anitha Maqgabuka (University of Zululand)

Reconceptualising corporate responsibility as human rights obligations in the
age of the triple plenary crisis, Lindokuhle Hlongwane (African Climate Alliance
Network)

Discussion

Session 11: Film Screening of “Out of Mined”

Panel discussion: Patrick Forbes (Protect The West Coast); Michael Yaman
(Protect The West Coast)

Chair: Melanie Murcott (UCT, Lawtons Africa, Chairperson of the ELA)
Screening Out of Mined

Panel and Q&A

Annual Conference Day 2 Closure, Oliver Fuo (CLES, NWU)

€LA



Annual Conference
o B 8-9 October 2026

Glocal Governance in the Age of the Triple Planetary Crisis

FILM
SCREENING

]

Kk Tatezancil

ELA Annual and
Student Conferences 2026

] 9 OCTOBER 2026

222 FRIDAY

LOCATION
The Roots, Potchefstroom
North-West

A DOCUMENTARY FILM SHINING A

CO-HOSTED BY

LIGHT ON THE HIDDEN COST OF &

MINING ON SOUTH AFRICA’S WEST = @ CLES

COAST. Environmental Sustainability
With thanks to discussants from National

CLES 16 GLH



Join us for dinner at The Roots, Potchefstroom on 9
October from 18h30, featuring a performance by the
incredible NWU Choir at 19h00

Join the field trip to the Vredefort Dome on 10 October
2026 (for those who registered)

€ Annual and Student #igi2
wwl B Conferences 2026 &&ie

Theme: Glocal Governance in the Age of the Triple Planetary Crisis

Date: 6-10 October 2026

Co-hosted by the ELA and CLES from the Faculty of Law, North-West University
Location: Potchefstroom

CPD accreditation
Chair in Cities, Law & .. RF
Environmental Sustainability

National
Research
Foundation

With thanks to our sponsors
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Annual Conference Dinner at The Roots, Potchefstroom

Day 2: Friday, 9 October 2026

‘ 18:30-19:00  Arrival and welcome drink
19:00-19:20 Performance by the NWU Choir
19:20-19:30 Brief thank you address to the Conference hosts and organisers
19:30-20:15 Dinner (additional drinks can be purchased through electronic payment)
20:15-20:45 | Dessert
21:00 Closure and goodbyes
Excursion to Vredefort Dome, Free State
(for those who registered)
Day 3: Saturday, 10 October 2026
09:00-09:45  Arrival at NWU Sports Village, 36 Loop Street, Potchefstroom for transport to
Vredefort Dome
09:45-10:00 Depart on bus to Vredefort Dome
(https://www.thabelathabeng.co.za/about-us/)
10:00-10:40 | Travelto Vredefort Dome
10:40-12:00 Hiking, swimming, bird watching, and exploring at Vredefort Dome
Please wear comfortable shoes, and pack sunblock, a picnic blanket (optional),
towels and swimming costumes. Consider bringing a camera if you are so
inclined as there are incredible places for photography.
12:00-13:00 Lunch (vouchers will be provided and lunch is served at Thabela Thabeng)
13:00-13:20 Bus to depart to NWU Sports Village
14:00 Arrival at NWU Sports Village and goodbyes



https://www.thabelathabeng.co.za/about-us/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/yUaaC2Rq5WiV8kMZ8Unf3ws5BxE-

